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Byrne
Bursary
helps
students
kick-start
post-sec-
ondary
schooling

When Michelle Haifa’s
father died suddenly of a
heart attack at the age of
44, just two months shy of
her high school graduation,
she felt the need to step up
as the oldest sibling in her
family. But that wasn’t easy.

“It was a very stressful
time,” said Haifa, who grad-
uated in 2007 from Cardinal
Carter Catholic Secondary
School in Leamington. “My
mom wanted to take care of
me like she always has, but I
needed to be more indepen-
dent.”

On graduation day, when
she was going up to accept
her diploma, she was sur-
prised to learn that she was
the recipient of a scholar-
ship from the Byrne Bursary
Foundation, a local organi-
zation that awards univer-
sity or college bursaries to
graduating high school stu-
dents who are financially
challenged due to the loss of
a parent.

Haifa said the bursary
helped cover a significant
portion of her first semes-
ter’s tuition when she en-
tered the drama program at
the University of Windsor,
relieving a great burden at
an extremely difficult time
in her life, and providing
her with a tremendous start
to her post secondary educa-
tion.

“It was so hard for me to
focus, heading into that part
of my life, so it really helped
me move forward,” she said
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Michelle Haifa, who graduated from Cardinal Carter in Leam-
ington, is one of 16 WECDSB students to date to receive a
scholarship from the Byrne Bursary Foundation, an organiza-
tion that awards bursaries to graduating high school students
who are financially challenged due to the loss of a parent. She
is pictured here at the Jackman Centre for Dramatic Art at the
University of Windsor, where she earned an Honours Bachelor

of Arts degree in Drama in 2011.

of the bursary. “It meant a
lot to me emotionally that
there were people out there
willing to help out someone
in my kind of situation.”

The foundation was es-
tablished by the six sons of
Hank Byrne, a local auto-
worker who died unexpect-
edly in 2001. His own father
died tragically when he was
run over by a coal truck on
Christmas Eve when Hank
was only 12. Due to the fam-
ily’s financial constraints,
Hank never had the oppor-
tunity to fully complete his
formal education.

“Education was always
a priority for my parents,
and they took good care of
us, so we wanted to estab-
lish something that would
honour their commitment
to lifelong learning,” said
Rick Byrne, one of Hank’s
sons. “We never thought
the need would be so great,
and we’re really proud of
the number of people we’ve
helped so far.”

To date the foundation
has awarded 16 bursaries to
WECDSB students, totaling

more than $36,000. Many
bursary recipients provide
the founders with progress
updates and express how
important the bursary was
as they began their post-
secondary education.

Haifa, for instance, grad-
uvated from university in
2011, and then earned a
Bachelor of Education de-
gree in 2012. She’s current-
ly working part-time as a
bank teller, but was recently
offered a job at a new pri-
vate school.

“Those kinds of suc-
cess stories are music to
our ears,” said Rick. “Giv-
ing people the head start
they need is what we’re all
about.”

The Byrne Bursary Foun-
dation will hold a fundraiser
on Jan. 22 at the Fogolar
Furlan Club called the Sum-
mer in January Fun-Raiser.
There will be plenty of door
prizes and raffles, cash bar
and music by Bigg Wiggle.

For ticket information or
to make a donation, contact
byrnebursary@gmail.com

FEDRUARY 1

00c0c000ccc00000000000000000000000000 o

HELP US FURNISH

OUR NEW STORE!
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Donations will be accepted

at the new location
starting January 25

New location, same commitment to our community,
and to Mennonite Central Committee

98 MILL ST. W., LEAMINGTON 519-326-366%

Hoops marathon
supports local charity

(Continued from page 9)

Belfor Restoration, First Choice Restoration, TD Bank, the Town of Kingsville, Windsor
Essex County Insurance Brokers Association, Century 21, Mark Scherer and Noah Fleming
Consulting. Food throughout the fundraiser was provided by Vern’s Tap and Grill. Prizes
were offered by CHYR, who broadcasted live from the event on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m. Included among prizes for the tournament were tickets to a Detroit Pistons NBA game.

“It’s something a lot of people have been looking forward to,” said Isaacs the day prior to
Hoopin’ Around The Clock’s kick off. “Even our staff (Hub) sees it as something fun and
they’re not basketball players. It’s something different for a lot of people.”

The tournament was added to existing Neighbourhood Charitable Alliance fundraisers
including a golf tournament hosted by the Kingsville Golf and Country Club and a gala
dinner held at the Lakeside Park Pavilion. This year’s gala will take place Saturday, Apr. 9
while the golf tournament has been slotted for Saturday, Sept. 24. Thus far, $130,000 has
been raised for the organization through past golf tourneys and galas. In the likely event that
the basketball tournament also becomes annual, its upcoming editions may bolster funding
through pledges collected by participating players.

The NCA was founded in 2012 by Isaacs and a handful of other residents from across the
county. The organization assists local families with the costs involved in treating loved ones

INDIAN RIVER DIRECT

disease or illness and also
CITRUS TRUCKLOAD SALE

supports school breakfast

programs. Recently, NCA
provided financial support
to the family of a local man

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 10 AM - 2:00 PM
7-ELEVEN STORE
www.indianriverdirect.com

killed on the job. Neigh-
20lb Box of Florida $
35 PER BOX

bourhood Charitable Alli-
Seedless Navel Oranges
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es discovered through word
of mouth, local newspaper
stories and on Facebook. A
committee of 10 volunteers
studies and votes on specific
cases for funding.

For more information on
the Kingsville-based NCA,
visit the website www.
neighbourhoodcharitableal-
liance.com.
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FREE ADMISSION - FULLY ACCESSIBLE
Regular Hours:

Tues - Fri 10am - 4pm, Sat 12pm - 4pm
closed Sun & Mon
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Leamington Arfs Centre

Create. Sustain. Celebrate.

LAC AriNews

Anything's Possible: 2016 Amateur Photo Contest | Jan 5 - Jan 30

This annual exhibit features120 striking photographs in 3 categories: events, fravels and
seasons. With three prizes in each category, plus a People’s Choice Award, it's certain to
delight and proves that Anything IS Possible! Sponsors: SPEEDPRINT and Framing by Anna.

Figures: Mattia Lapa | Jan 5 - Jan 30
This collection of work is representational of figure studies completed during her training at
the University. From the SEAA/LAC permanent collection, donated by the artist.

Public SUBMISSIONS & EVENTS

BUILD: an exhibition built by you

This is an exhibition where creativity comes together, literally!
We all grew up playing with toy building blocks and model
sets and tfoday they are bigger than ever, from kids to adults
everyone still enjoys building. Enter your favorite BUILD today!

ArtReminders

Sg8p BUILD
JA Entry Deadline
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Lego, Magformers, Mega Bloks, K'Nex, Constructs, Scale Models, S
Popsicle Sticks... FzE; e "
Entry Deadline

BREAKING BARRIERS
This exhibition’s focus is fo create an understanding of lived 8g8p KEEP CALM AND
experiences. It seeks to highlight resilience and resourcefulness FEB | COLOUR ON
in coping with barriers. A barrier can be anything that one must 27 Entry Deadline
overcome to reach a goal, even if the goal is simply o survive.
Breaking Barriers is an exhibition for creative expression that 88 MARCH
empowers and builds awareness. Sponsors: Aleksander Estate M4AR MASQUERADE
Winery & Art InDeed FUNDRAISER
KEEP CALM AND COLOUR ON

S ; Op8a A1 CHINESE
Colouring isn't just for kids! Recent trends and research show waAR | RESTAURANT

that colouring can help to alleviate stress, promote wellness,
calmness and focus while stimulating brain areas related to
motor skills, senses and creativity. So put down your pen and ol
highlighter, leave work aside and pick up a crayon or marker; ON
enter your fav coloured page or entire colouring book! This is an
all ages show!

MARCH MASQUERADE | Fri March 4, 7pm onward!

Join us for a fun filled evening with exciting activities including Live Local Music; Palim
Analysis and Tarot Card Readings; Hors d ‘Oeuvres; Wine by Aleksander Estate Winery; a
Silent Auction and Games. TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE! $25 in advance or $30 at the door.
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FUNDRAISER

FREE ART CLUB
Every other
Thurs. 1-3:30pm

The LAC is a not for profit charitable
organization reliant on community support.

Leamington Aris Centre
South Essex Arts Asscociation

SLL LEAMINGTON

72 Talbot St. West, Leamington, ON N8H 1M4 \\f]\// :g'“
519.326.2711/ www.leamingtonartscentre.com g




